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a ranch from one of his old Italian neighbors, 
beginning his long and successful independent 
career in viticulture. 

In 1955, Charlie purchased the 175-acre 
Redwood Valley Vineyards located at the 
headwaters of the Russian River. At the time, 
most growers were farming ‘‘standard’’ grapes 
that were used by the major wine producers to 
make basic table wines. Charlie worked with 
pioneers of the industry and began moving to 
a varietal-focused vineyard. He was one of the 
first growers on the North Coast to plant 
Chardonnay, Riesling, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and Pinot Noir. 

As a true steward of the land, Charlie con-
verted all his vineyards to organic grapes in 
1989. In 1997, after a downturn in the grape 
market, Charlie and his wife Martha began 
BARRA of Mendocino Winery, specializing in 
premium wines. He was honored by Slow 
Foods San Francisco as a pioneer for organic 
farming in the United States in 2011. To this 
day, Charlie Barra prides himself on never 
having missed a harvest. 

Throughout his life, Charlie Barra has been 
an active member of the community. He was 
a founding member of the California North 
Coast Grape Growers association and served 
on its board for 41 years. Charlie was ap-
pointed to the Mendocino County Planning 
commission in 1965 and again in 1975, and 
Governor Ronald Regan appointed him to the 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors in 
1968. 

Charlie Barra’s legacy is one of stewardship 
of the land, economic development and com-
munity service to Mendocino County. Please 
join us in congratulating him on his 90th birth-
day and expressing our deep appreciation for 
his long and exceptional life and outstanding 
contributions to our local economy. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Youngstown, Ohio, native Eric Spie-
gel, CEO of Siemens USA, and congratulate 
him on his retirement. Mr. Spiegel has worked 
at Siemens for seven years, where he has 
been able to grow the company and further its 
reputation within the United States. As CEO 
he has shown tremendous leadership as he 
contributed to our country’s economic, manu-
facturing, and innovation engines. 

While serving as President and CEO of Sie-
mens USA, Mr. Spiegel focused on electrifica-
tion, automation, and digitalization. Siemens 
USA is represented in all 50 states. 

Before joining the Siemens USA team, Mr. 
Spiegel gained 25 years of experience work-
ing with many complex organizations during 
his time in the consulting field and served as 
the Managing Director of Booz Allen Hamilton 
International from 1999–2003, while living in 
Tokyo. Mr. Spiegel managed the firm’s busi-
ness in Asia, Latin America, and in the Middle 
East in his role as Managing Director. Mr. 
Spiegel was a member of the Board of Direc-
tors for Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc. and re-
mained a senior partner of Booz & Company’s 
Global Energy, Chemicals and Power until tak-
ing on his position at Siemens USA. 

Before Mr. Spiegel began his successful ca-
reer, he earned an MBA from the Tuck School 
of Business at Dartmouth College and an A.B. 
with Honors in Economics from Harvard Uni-
versity. He remains a member of The Board of 
Overseers at Dartmouth’s Tuck School of 
Business. 

Mr. Spiegel has given back to the Wash-
ington, DC communities in many ways, one 
being his dedication to Ford’s Theatre as a 
member of its Executive Committee. Mr. 
Spiegel’s accomplishments are many; includ-
ing his position as a member of the Business 
Roundtable, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Electrification Coalition. 

I wish Mr. Spiegel a happy retirement, and 
will continue to admire his accomplished ca-
reer. 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember a dedicated public servant, John 
Lignelli. ‘‘Chummy,’’ as his friends knew him, 
passed away on Thursday, December 1st at 
the age of 95. 

John was known best as the longtime hard 
working mayor of Donora, Pennsylvania, but 
John was no stranger to hard work and public 
service before being elected mayor. He at-
tended Monongahela High School before he 
joined the Navy to serve his country during 
World War II. After the war, he returned to 
Western Pennsylvania to work in a steel mill. 
Before being elected to his first term as mayor 
of Donora in 1993, John served on the city’s 
council and was a 50-year member of the 
Donora Fire Department. 

In 2013, the citizens of Donora elected John 
Lignelli to his sixth term as their mayor. As 
mayor, John was a true public servant to his 
beloved Donora. He organized an annual 
cashew sale to raise money for a new local li-
brary. He sold raffle tickets to purchase a new 
police cruiser after the only one they had 
broke down. Countless times he would open 
his own wallet if it meant improving the quality 
of life for Donora residents. He was chairman 
of the Washington County Housing Authority, 
where he fought to construct a senior citizen 
high-rise in Monongahela. Into his 90s, he still 
volunteered for Meals on Wheels and helped 
transport residents with special needs to serv-
ices in nearby Charleroi. John was always 
searching for new opportunities to help his 
neighbors. In September of 2014, Mayor 
Lignelli decided to retire at the age of 93, cap-
ping off his four decades of service to the peo-
ple of Donora and the Monongahela Valley. 

Those who knew Chummy know his true 
passion was helping his community. I want to 
honor Mayor Lignelli for his decades of dedi-
cation to public service, doing everything in his 
power to help his community. Mr. Speaker, 
Donora, Pennsylvania is known as the City of 
Champions, and they have lost a true cham-
pion of public service. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, unfortunately, on December 5, 2016, 
I missed two recorded votes on the House 
floor due to a family illness. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
602 and YEA on Roll Call 603. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MEGAN JACK-
SON’S SERVICE TO KENTUCKY’S 
SECOND DISTRICT 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give my sincere thanks to Megan Spindel 
Jackson, my Deputy Chief of Staff and Legis-
lative Director, who will be moving on from my 
office at the end of this year. Megan has been 
an essential part of my office since I came to 
Congress, and she will be missed. 

Megan grew up in Hawesville, Kentucky, 
where her parents are still active in the com-
munity. Her mother was a public school teach-
er and principal in Hawesville for more than 40 
years. Inspired by a call to serve her commu-
nity, Megan moved to Washington, D.C. after 
graduating from Centre College in 2002 to 
serve my predecessor. She has been dedi-
cated to the Second District of Kentucky ever 
since then. 

I first met Megan in 2008, when she moved 
back to Kentucky to help me with my first 
campaign. Even though she had never met 
me before, she was dedicated to the cam-
paign from day one. When I won, she was 
one of the first people I hired to work in my 
D.C. office. 

Megan has been an integral part of my leg-
islative operation since I was elected, and has 
selflessly worked to better the lives of count-
less Kentuckians. I cannot thank her enough 
for her years of service. Though I will miss 
her, I wish her, her husband Kyle, and their 
son Henry the best of luck as they start the 
next chapter of their lives. 
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HONORING ROGER AND SUE FOX 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Roger and Sue Fox and their retirement 
from the Oswego County Pioneer Search and 
Rescue Team. Roger and Sue became mem-
bers of the Oswego County Pioneer Search 
and Rescue Team in 1994; Roger went on to 
serve as Director for more than ten years. 

Oswego County Pioneer Search and Res-
cue is a first tier response agency that works 
with law enforcement to seek out those that 
are lost or stuck in hazardous conditions. To-
gether, Sue and Roger have generously vol-
unteered their time over the years to search 
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